Elliott AMBASSADOR COLLEGE Opened My Eyes!

Jack R. Elliott, Dean of men

WHEN I heard that Mr. Armstrong and the students of Ambassador College were preparing to publish a new magazine called The Good News I was overjoyed. That it will include articles of benefit to coworkers as well as students seems to me of great importance.

It is not hard for me to remember the time when I was not so closely associated with this work as I am now. A little more than a year ago, my wife and I were in the same position that most of you coworkers are in today. We lived in Texas. The only connection we had with this work of God was through the broadcast over station XEG, and the letters, booklets, and magazines which were sent to us from Mr. Armstrong.

I remember how anxious we were to receive literature from the Radio Church of God and to hear the broadcast every evening. I remember, too, the many disappointments we received the static occasionally so bad on XEG that we could only hear a few words, other broadcasts which crowded this one off the air, repeat programs, and delays in the Plain Truth, with Coworkers' bulletins continually bringing in bad news of financial difficulties and making urgent requests for more money.

To top it all off Mr. Armstrong was trying to start a college on faith alone, with no cash reserve to back it up. Although I had a college education I could not see, then, that a college was the only answer to the situation. I have learned many other coworkers felt the same way. This, of course, only increased the obstacles in Mr. Armstrong's path.

However, in spite of all the "impossible" barriers it has become plainly evident that it was not Mr. Armstrong, but God Almighty who had begun Ambassador College. Even though many coworkers were skeptical; God was merely using Mr. Armstrong and them as His instruments.

It was not, in my case, until I was given the opportunity of coming to Pasadena and teaching in this college that I realized the ABSOLUTE NECESSITY of just such an institution if the work is to continue to grow. Personal contact here as a member of the faculty opened my eyes!

I learned that Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong were greatly overworked. The reason some of the programs had to be repeated, and the publication delayed, was simply that it was not physically possible for one man and his wife to turn out so much work. The work had entirely outgrown the scope of two people's accomplishments.

True, they had a competent secretarial staff. But now a different kind of help had become imperative not just any kind of help, but that from God chosen and called men and women properly trained and well founded in Bible understanding as well as the practical knowledge which would enable them to serve in this great work.

My former belief that the founding of this college was impractical was based on the conception of the kind of college I had attended. But I have found that Ambassador is a different kind of college. More and more, people are beginning to realize this fact. Many complained as I did; and many became discouraged and fell away, criticizing Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong severely for having done God's bidding, and not realizing that in actuality they were criticizing God Himself. (See I Samuel 9:38.)

Last summer and the summer before, students went over most of the United States on baptizing tours. These young men baptized more than one hundred and fifty people, all of whom had, through the influence of the radio program, repented of past sins and are now through Christ living changed lives. Because of the daily programs, articles that had to be written and a multitude of other responsibilities, it was impossible for Mr. Armstrong to make these tours himself. Had it not been for Ambassador College and its Bible students, these people would remain unbaptized today.

The NEWLY CONVERTED NEED MORE THAN BAPTISM ALONE! They need spiritual food CONTINUALLY to nourish them so that they can grow in grace and knowledge and in truth. Most have only the radio programs and the Plain Truth magazine to supply their needs, and as they are able to take stronger spiritual food than is given in these a paper or magazine is needed which will bring them these messages.

Here it is, The Good News, published by the Radio Church of God and the Ambassador College students. In it you will find excellent articles touching on the many phases of the Christian life, as well as those on college and student activity.

It is my sincere hope that every one of you may come to know and appreciate our college a little better through this publication, and that some day you may have the opportunity of meeting some of our fine young men and women, for their hearts are truly in God's work and just as a man is known by his fruits, so we know by theirs that they have been called to serve the Eternal in getting out His gospel, or "Good News," to all the world.
